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Teaching Migrants in Britain and Notting Hill 

(update) 

Introduction 

This recorded session is intended for teachers who are switching (or considering switching) 
to the new Migrants in Britain thematic study. It is an updated version of the getting ready to 
teach event from 2021, with exemplar answers from the summer 2022 series and updated 
information on free and paid-for resources. 

This pack contains the materials that you will need during the event, as well as space to 
type any notes or comments. 

 

This GCSE History recording will allow delegates to: 

• Consider the benefits and opportunities of choosing this option 

• Think about planning to teach the new option and explore possible teaching and delivery 

strategies 

• Look at exemplar student answers from the June 2022 series 

• Find out more about the free and paid-for support available. 

 

The role of Paper 1 

The Thematic study 

 

The Historic environment 
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Possible teaching combinations 

 

 

  

Notes of the role of Paper 1 and teaching combinations:  
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c800–c1500: Migration in 
medieval England 

Exemplification Exemplification of the role of factors 
in change 

1 The context for migration  

● Reasons for migration and patterns of 

settlement, including Vikings, 

Normans, Jews and other European 

traders and craftsmen. 

● The context of English society: 

landownership and the growth of 

towns; the role of the wool industry; 

opportunities for migrants, including 

the need for royal finance; England as 

a part of Christendom.  

● The nature of England in the ninth century 

and the factors that made it an inviting 

prospect for raiding and settlement.  

● The causes of Viking raiding and eventual 

settlement in England.  

● The reasons encouraging and enabling 

Norman migration to and settlement in 

England and the shift of power to the south 

of the country. 

● The growth of England as a Christian nation 

led to the foundation of monastic orders 

with a European motherhouse.  

● Other migrant groups during this period 

included Jews and Italians, who came as 

moneylenders and were sometimes repaid 

with land. 

 

● The role of economic conditions in England 

attracting both raids and settlement by 

various groups, for example fertile land, 

mineral deposits, existing trade, and the 

development of towns.  

● The absence of a strong, centralised 

authority, which allowed Viking coastal 

raids and then settlement to be successful.  

● Government: establishment of the Danelaw 

and its impact on local communities and 

culture in England. 

● The role of the Church: the reasons why 

raiders targeted churches and monastic 

institutions. 

● Government: the use of land as a reward 

for William’s supporters encouraged 

migration from Normandy. 

● Government: the centralisation of authority 

in the south of England. 

● The concept of Christendom encouraged 

the international movement of craftsmen, 

clergy, scholars, traders etc. 

2 The experience and impact of 

migrants 

● The experience of migrants in 

England: their relations with the 

authorities and the existing 

population, including the legal status 

of ‘alien’ and the impact of the Black 

Death. 

● The impact on England of Viking raids and 

settlements, including developments in law 

and order, and trading networks.  

● The Norman impact on language, buildings, 

settlement, religion and trade. 

● Norman religious influences: the building of 

cathedrals and monasteries; the increased 

prominence of sheep farming for wool 

production. 

● The role of government: the creation of 

Danelaw. 

● The role of government: Normans as 

conquerors and the impact of castles on 

local society. 

● The role of government: changes made to 

law and order by the Normans, including 

the reduction in slavery. 
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● The impact of migrants in England, 

including the Danelaw, culture, trade 

and the built environment. 

● The position of Jewish migrants in England 

as the ‘property of the king’; their 

contribution to the English economy and 

their eventual expulsion. 

● Individuals such as Licoricia of Winchester, 

who helped to fund building projects such as 

Westminster Abbey.  

● The role of government: changes in the 

legal status of migrants, including ‘resident 

aliens’ and Letters of Denization.  

● The role of the Church and the building of 

cathedrals and monasteries. 

● Attitudes in society: the gradual integration 

of Anglo-Saxons and Normans; the impact 

on language and culture. 

● Economic influences: the provision of 

special conditions to encourage Jewish 

migrants and of trading links to Europe; 

regulations to protect English trade. 

3 Case study  

● The city of York under the Vikings. 

● Reasons why the Vikings created a 

settlement at York. 

● Their impact on the city and relations with 

the Church and surrounding population. 

● The development of York as a trading port 

under the Vikings. 

● Economic influences: existing history of 

raids in the area and the prosperity of 

York; York’s development as a trading port. 

● The role of government: agreement with 

Anglo-Saxon rulers; minting of coins at 

York. 

● The role of the Church: the significance of 

the Archbishop and York minster. 
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c1500–c1700: Migration in early 
modern England 

Exemplification Exemplification of the role of factors 
in change 

1 The context for migration  

● Change and continuity in reasons for 

migration and patterns of settlement, 

including migrants from Europe and 

Africa.  

● The changing context of English 

society: changing social structures; 

economic growth, including the cloth 

industry and global trading 

companies; privateering and trade; 

the emergence of England as a 

predominantly Protestant nation. 

● The changing nature of commerce in 

England: the rise of the cloth trade, the 

development of trading companies and the 

early slave trade.  

● The development of the Church of England 

and the subsequent migration of Protestants 

in pursuit of religious freedom.  

● The status of migrants within England’s 

developing legal system. 

● The development of shifting communities in 

ports as the Atlantic trade grew and 

increased migration as trade routes and 

employment opportunities opened up. 

● The formal readmission of Jewish migrants to 

Britain in 1656 and subsequent settlements. 

● Other migrant groups recorded in this time 

period, including Germans, Dutch, Romani 

Gypsies, Native Americans and Africans.  

 

2 The experience and impact of 

migrants 

● The experience of migrants in 

England: their relations with the 

authorities and the existing 

population. 

● The impact of migrants in England, 

including culture, trade, industry and 

agriculture. 

● The shifting communities in ports and the 

effects on housing, employment and culture.  

● Social attitudes and the integration of 

immigrants; also resentment of ‘special 

treatment’ and riots such as ‘evil Mayday’. 

● The negative experiences of groups such as 

the Palatines and the Romani Gypsies. 

● Impact on agriculture: Vermuyden’s drainage 

project in the Fens.  

● The impact of ongoing Protestant migration 

into England, including the impact of foreign-

owned presses in distributing literature. 
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3 Case studies 

● Sandwich and Canterbury in the 

sixteenth century: the experiences of 

Flemish and Walloon migrants and 

their role in the local economy.  

● The experience of Huguenots in 

seventeenth century England. 

● In the sixteenth century, Flemish migrants 

were invited to Sandwich to set up weaving 

looms and this was so successful that 

Canterbury similarly revitalised its cloth 

trade through Walloon migrants.  

● The success of the migrant communities in 

these areas and their impact. 

● Huguenot migration in the seventeenth 

century. 

 

 

 

Notes on using the specification and the topic booklet:  
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Assessment of the Thematic study 

Qu. Question description Example question stem AO / 

marks 

3 Comparison of similarity or 

difference over time 

Explain one way in which 

xxx was similar/different to 

yyy. 

AO1 + AO2 

4 marks 

4 Explanation of the process of 

change (at least 100 years) 

Explain why… 

+ 2 stimulus points 

AO1 + AO2 

12 marks 

5/6 Judgement relating to one of the 

following: the extent of change; 

patterns of change; process of 

change; impact of change  

(at least 200 years) 

‘Statement.’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer. 

+ 2 stimulus points 

AO1 + AO2 

16 marks 

 

Sample Assessment Materials 

• Question paper – pp.41–51  

• Mark scheme – pp.47–59 

 

 

 

 

Notes of the Thematic study assessment and use of the SAMs:  

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_(9-1)_History_SAMs_QP_Issue_3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_(9-1)_History_SAMs_MS_Issue_3.pdf
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The Historic environment: Notting Hill, c1948–c1970  

 

 

 

 

Notes of the Historic environment:  
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Assessment of the Thematic study 

Qu. Question description Example question stem AO / marks 

1 Description of features Describe two features of… AO1 
4 marks 

2a Analysis and evaluation of 
source utility 

How useful are Sources A and B 
for an enquiry into…? 

AO3 
8 marks 

2b Framing historical questions How could you follow up Source 
[A/B] to find out more about…? 

AO3 
4 marks 

 

 

 

Notes of activity using Historic environment SAMs:  
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Reflection and personal action plan 

 

  

Ideas for your next steps when planning to teach Migrants in Britain:  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History: Migrants in Britain getting ready to teach update – delegate booklet 14 
© Pearson Education 2022 

 

Historic Environment, Notting Hill c1948–c1970 

Describe two features… 

 

 

Response 1  
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Response 2  

 

 

 

Notes on ‘Describe two features…’ question 
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AO3 Source Questions – How useful are sources A and B… 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History: Migrants in Britain getting ready to teach update – delegate booklet 17 
© Pearson Education 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History: Migrants in Britain getting ready to teach update – delegate booklet 18 
© Pearson Education 2022 
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Response 3 
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Response 4  
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AO3 Source Questions – Follow up enquiry… 
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Response 5 

 

Response 6  
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Thematic Study, Migrants in Britain, c800–present  

Question 3 – Similarity and Difference  
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Response 7  

 

 

 

Response 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History: Migrants in Britain getting ready to teach update – delegate booklet 25 
© Pearson Education 2022 

 

Question 4 – Explain why… 
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Response 9  
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Response 10 
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Question 5/6 – Judgement question  

 

 

 

Question 5  
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Response 11 
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Question 6  
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Response 12  
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Support 

 

 

Notes on resources and support available from Edexcel and other sources:  

 

 

 

 

 


